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News and Information
Dues notices have been mailed out. Please send in
your payments as soon as possible if you haven’t yet.
The March Business Meeting is Monday, March
6th. We are looking for someone to cook, or pick up a
meal. Also, we will have a vote for a non-budgeted expense, a gift to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.
In 2016, Council 3298 disbursed over $83,000 in
gifts and donations, had over 1600 hours of volunteer
service, and over 100 visits to the sick or bereaved!
We will be serving Coffee and Donuts for the Parish on Sunday, March 5th after the 9:00 am Mass. We
could always use the help, as Raymond will be out of
town! Come by and socialize!
On Sunday, May 7th, we will be cooking at the
Grand Opening of the new Parish Activity Center, and
could use help. Please let Raymond know if you can
help!
We will be cooking for the LSU students taking
exams on May 7th, serving at 6 p.m. We can certainly
use help! Please let Raymond know.
On February 11th, Sacred Heart hosted the Men of
the Immaculata, which was a great success, with over
600 men in attending this day of prayer! We’d like to
thank all who attended and for anyone who helped!
We are looking to recruit new members. Please
try to think of some men you think would make good
Knights!

The Next Business
Meeting is….

Monday,
March 6th, 2017
Food—6:30 p.m.
Rosary—6:45 p.m.
BINGO Dates:

March 9th
and
March 23rd

To these members
born in March:
John Dunlap—2nd
Wilbur Johnson, Jr.—8th
Alfred Bayhi—9th
Jerry Fackrell III—22nd
Joseph Amorello—24th
Boyd Holmes—26th
Deacon David Dawson—28th

Karl Robillard—28th
Brian Charrier—31st

Jackpots!
The Large Jackpot Winner
was Robert Bogan, who was
absent, and missed receiving
his cash prize of $70.50!! The
Small Jackpot winner was Bill
Bryan. Want to have a chance
to win? Attend the monthly
meetings!
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Good of the Order
By Davis Hotard, P. G. K.

The Faithful Are NOT To Use the Orans
Posture During the Our Father
A discussion that is common in Catholic parishes between the more orthodox
members of the parish and the more “progressive” members is whether or not the faithful
should use the Orans Posture (hands extended outward with palms upward) during the
Our Father. When such a question comes up, the obvious solution is to go to the rubrics.
Unfortunately, in this case, the General Instruction on the Roman Missal (GIRM) is relatively silent on the topic. Because of the GIRM’s silence, many people have taken this to
mean that the faithful may do whatever they want. However, this is not the case. In the
document, Instruction On Certain Questions Regarding the Collaboration of the NonOrdained Faithful in the Sacred Ministry of Priests, put out by the Vatican on August 15,
1997, we read, "In eucharistic celebrations deacons and non-ordained members of the
faithful may not pronounce prayers — e.g. especially the eucharistic prayer, with its concluding doxology — or any other parts of the liturgy reserved to the celebrant priest. Neither may deacons or non-ordained members of the faithful use gestures or actions which
are proper to the same priest celebrant. It is a grave abuse for any member of the nonordained faithful to "quasi preside" at the Mass while leaving only that minimal participation to the priest which is necessary to secure validity" (ICP Practical Provisions 6 §2).
What the above statement means is that we may not say the Eucharistic
prayers along with the priest More importantly to this topic, this also means the faithful
may not use the same gestures that are reserved for the priest celebrant.
As mentioned above, the GIRM is silent with regard to the posture of the
faithful during the Our Father, however, the Sacramentary (the book of prayers for Mass
used by the priest) states that the celebrant is to pray the Our Father with hands extended.
Looking back at ICP, the faithful are NOT to use gestures or actions proper to the priest
celebrant. Using this argument, one would think that the rubrics could be used to appeal
to the faithful. Unfortunately, many of the faithful view the rubrics as another set of rules
and those of us who wish to enforce the rubrics are no better than the Pharisees.
In that regard, let us look instead to another reason why the Orans Posture
(and subsequently, holding hands) is not an appropriate gesture for the faithful during the
Our Father. The Our Father takes place during the Liturgy of the Eucharist. This time of
prayer and offering is directed to God (as is the entire Mass, but more specifically during
the Liturgy of the Eucharist). As it is directed toward God, the extending and/or holding
of hands creates a horizontal emphasis on the prayer, as opposed to the vertical emphasis
that it demands. Many people who prefer hand holding or the Orans Posture argue that
the Our Father is a community prayer, and as such holding and/or extending hands is a
visible sign of that community. However, the Our Father is a community prayer, not because we hold or extend our hands, but because we pray it together as the Body of Christ.
On September 3, 1958 the Sacred Congregation for Rites issued a document titled De
musica sacra et sacra liturgia (Instruction on Sacred Music and Sacred Liturgy). This
document stated, “Since the Pater Noster is a fitting, and ancient prayer of preparation for
Communion, the entire congregation may recite this prayer in unison with the priest in
low Masses; the Amen at the end is to be said by all” (DM Prayers and Hymns § 32).
It was at this time that the faithful were given permission to pray the Our Father with the priest. However, the faithful maintained the same posture as before - standing, with their hands folded in prayer. Prior to this Instruction, the priest prayed the Our
Father on behalf of the faithful. The Orans Posture is representative of praying on behalf
of others. The next time you are at Mass, watch the priest’s gestures closely. Anytime he
offers prayers on behalf of the faithful, he uses the Orans Posture. Anytime he is offering
other prayers, his hands are folded together. Having a better understanding of what particular gestures mean will lead to a better understanding of the Liturgy.
American journalist Hunter S. Thompson was dead on when he said,
“Anything worth doing, is worth doing right.” We are talking about the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass here. The Eucharist, “the source and summit of the Christian Life” (LG 11) is
consecrated here. Jesus Christ, the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords makes Himself
present during the Mass. It is of the utmost importance that we treat the Mass with the
respect it deserves. This is not the time nor the place to get creative and inject one’s own
style and preferences.

Please keep in your prayers Joe Civello’s brother-in-law, who had a stroke recently. Please pray for any Knights or members of any Knight’s family that
you know of that is sick or in distress. If you know of any Brother Knight or a
family member who is sick or in distress, please call Davis Hotard at 387-1578.
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